** CURTIS

In January, 1935, Sir Henry was made Master of the
Golden and Silver Wyfe Drawers Company. At the
Company's Banquet on December 19 in the Mansion House
banquetting-room which had been lent by Sir Percy
Vincent, the Lord Mayor and first Warden, Curtis made a
magnificent speech. Indeed Mr. Cecil Whiteley, the new
Common Sergeant, said it was the finest after-dinner
speech he had ever heard.

At three o'clock in the morning on the i5th of August,
1935, Lord de Clifford, well known as a skilled motorist
with many international trial trophies to his credit, was
driving a small Lancia car along the Kingston Bypass
away from- London.

The Kingston Bypass had become known as one of
the most dangerous roads in the country, and time and
again coroners have had occasion to comment on its evil
reputation. Lord de Clifford saw the lights of another
car approaching him. To his astonishment they appeared
to be on the wrong side of the road, that is on the same
side as his car was travelling. As they came nearer, and
as it became obvious to Lord de Clifford that there was
likely to be "an accident, he drove over to the offside of
the road in an effort to prevent a calamity. His speed
was about 40 miles an hour, but he gained the impression
that the other car was travelling much faster, and was
" out of control." As he reached the offside of the road
Lord de Clifford realized that the on-coming car was,
in fact, now on its correct side of the road. He made
an effort to drive back to the left-hand side, but at a point
in about the middle of the road, the two cars collided.
It seemed that the driver of the other car had also altered
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